Legal issues in IVF.
It is desirable when considering legal issues related to IVF not to restrict attention solely to the impact of laws in existence at the time the IVF technology appeared. Laws then in existence were not designed with IVF in mind. New laws are needed, particularly to deal with legal problems that will arise from 'existing' laws in relation to two unprecedented features of IVF. These are the new technology whereby fertilized human eggs may be frozen, stored and later used for childbearing, and the fact that a 'host' mother may bear an IVF embryo. This chapter has discussed legal issues in IVF by examining in succession: a number of matters of basic social concern that require attention and raise questions that should be answered before new laws are made the need for laws on IVF to rest on clear principles acceptable to the community the application to IVF of 'existing' laws in six countries (France, the United States, Canada, England, Israel and Australia) and the kinds of problem that are thereby raised new laws that have already been created in Australia specifically to regulate IVF, and new laws that are in the course of preparation in the United Kingdom.